November 24th, 2001
Hi Gavin

I am writing this on Saturday afternoon rather than on the usual Sunday. I have just come back from my run/hike and have had a bath. Nearly went to sleep in the bath so must have been a little tired. Ran from Tai Po up to Lead Mine Pass and then to the top of Tai Mo Shan. Down to Route Twisk on the road and then through the forest on a trail down to Sek Kong. Took 2 hr 45 min which is 15 min faster than last year, though I had the muscle injury and bad shoes to slow me down last year. I was hoping that the time today would have been a about 30 min faster than last year! Maybe that was too optimistic. Or maybe it is easier than I thought to run with an injury even though that means fighting with the pain! Nice day with temperatures about 22OC. Quite a lot of burnt areas on Tai Mo Shan. A bit like running through a war zone!
A US battle group is due in Hong Kong shortly. Includes an aircraft carrier and 7 other ships on their way to the Arabian Gulf. Of course, permission is now required from China for such visits so it seems to reflect China’s support for the US fight against terrorism. On the TV news the other day, saw Bush addressing a parachute regiment in Kentucky (?Tennessee). Very ‘gung ho’! Seemed to get a lot of support from the troops though. Have also seen too much of that ultra ‘hawk' Paul Wolfowiz making remarks true to character (or ideology). 

The Macau Grand Prix was held last weekend with the Formula 3 race on Sunday afternoon – held over two legs with the times being combined to determine overall places. Won this year by a Japanese driver who is on his way to race in F1 next season. Don’t see much of the races now. The local TV stations don’t seem to be interested anymore in broadcasting the races. So only got snippets on the news including, of course, all the pile-ups at the first bend!

The HK government is thinking of cutting maids pay – again! They claim that this is necessary because of the harder economic times to prevent overseas maids from taking jobs away from local maids. But it is more likely that they caved in to an employers’ group. I think this is very unfair as the maids are among the lowest paid employees in HK. Some of them staged a demonstration outside the Government offices the other day. It is ironic too, because the government recently increased the pay of civil servants with those at the top giving themselves a 10% increase, much more than the increase those at the bottom got. There have been calls, including ones from legislators, for top civil servants to take a pay cut (which is what happened in Singapore recently). But they are strongly resisting this. All this is helping to widen the gap between the top and bottom incomes quite substantially. A wide gap fuels resentment amongst a population and can lead to trouble – it was the main cause of the French Revolution!

There were spectacular meteor showers in the early hours one morning this past week. Did they occur in the US? Seems that this part of the world was good for it. The showers were a result of the Earth passing through the tail of a comet that passed this way a year or two ago. Bits of dust from the comet found the Earth in their way and entered the atmosphere, burning up to produce meteors. Up to 3000 meteors an hour reported in some places, especially Japan. I didn’t stay up to watch them. May do so in another 34 years when a similar event is predicted.

The ‘China National Games’ will finish this weekend in Guangchow. HK is participating and have won 2 golds (in cycling), 2 silvers and 1 bronze. Not too bad. Another coal mining accident occurred in China, the second in just a few days. China certainly has a terrible safety record. Many of the accidents occur in mines that are supposed to have been closed down but still operate illegally. 

The Christmas lights were switched on in Tsim Sha Tsui the other night. Fewer lights than usual this year because firm don’t want to spend so much. And many lights have been organised so that they can be rearranged at minimal cost for Chinese New Year. But November 21st – rather early for Christmas!! Also, Operation Santa Claus is in full swing. Have you heard of this? Radio 4 had a concert the other night in which people from the community were performing. The proceeds raised this year are to go to the Kelly Support Group. Also in HK, because of the hard economic times, the police have decided to go easy on traffic offences (e.g. parking, speeding) and will issue fewer tickets. Phew! Seems like they are encouraging people to break the law!

I will give you instructions on how to get to the hotel when you arrive. I will do it now, as the letters sometimes seem to take a long time to reach you. 

1. At airport, go to bus station. Public buses are straight ahead, private buses/mini buses are on the left. You can take public bus E34 which stops at the terminal just below my window (You will need an Octopus card or cash – fare is $13 I think). Or better, take the hotel bus which departs 5 minutes before each hour. You will have to keep your eyes peeled for it as arrives at about this time and so doesn’t hang around for long. (Colour of the mini bus is usually blue, but could be white.).

2. Give the driver the ticket I sent you last week. You can still take the bus without a ticket; the driver may ask you to write down your name and room number (standard practice). On arrival, you will then have to pay cash for a ticket at the reception desk ($26 or 28).

3. At the desk, tell them that you are staying with me, produce some ID, and they will give you the room key. (The manager – name is Antony -- has said this arrangement is OK, though the actual receptionist at the time of your arrival may not know about it though the key should be in an envelope in the desk.) That’s it!

May not be much food in the fridge though some canned and packaged stuff in the cupboard above the sink. 

That’s about it for now. Thinking of you. Cheers.

Dad
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